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Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton with Walcote Parish Council 
Held on Wednesday 14th June 2017 at 8.00pm in Walcote Memorial Hall 

 
Present: Cllr Elizabeth Marsh (Chairman), Cllr Lindsey Astle, Cllr Paul Hobbs, Cathy Walsh (clerk), 

and 2 members of the public. 
 

 
1. To receive any Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Robertson and Cllr Green. 
 
2. To receive Declaration of Member’s Interests 

None. 
 

3. To approve the Minutes from the meeting held on 11.05.17  
Resolved:  The minutes were approved as a true record of proceedings. 
 
NB: The action for item 15.6 was assigned to Cllr Marsh, not Cllr Astle. 
 

4. To note any comments or questions from residents 
4.1. Water Leak on Franks Lane 

A resident was concerned about the lengthy timescale given by STW (Severn Trent Water) 
to repair a leak on Franks Lane.  STW gave the resident a start date of 20th July 2017.  The 
PC (Parish Council) received notification from LCC (Leicestershire County Council) that a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order had been agreed to close the road on the earlier date 
of 26th June 2017 to allow STW to safely undertake urgent repair works.   

4.2. Footpaths 
Concerns were raised over the footpaths in Walcote in particular the moss by the AED Kiosk 
on Chapel Lane and the footpaths on Brook Street breaking up.  The PC agreed to keep an 
eye on this and take action when necessary. 
 

5. Financial Matters 
5.1. Annual Return – To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2016-2017 

Resolved:  The Annual Governance Statement for 2016-2017 was approved. 
 

5.2. Annual Return- To approve the Accounting Statements 2016-2017 
Resolved:  The Accounting Statements for 2016-2017 were approved. 
 

5.3. Financial Statement 
Opening Balance 1-Apr-17 £2,905.91 
Receipts to 6-Jun-17 £9,539.65  
Payments to 6-Jun-17 -£3,022.66 
Closing Balance 6-Jun-17 £9,422.90 
 
The balance carried forward is represented by these funds 
Current Account  £300.00 
Business Reserve account £4,256.61 
Capital Reserve Account £5,100.20 
Add income received but not yet banked £0.00 
Less payments made but not yet presented  -£233.91 
Bank Reconciliation to 6-Jun-17 £9,422.90 
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5.4. Accounts for Payment 

 

 
 

6. To consider any Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 11.05.17 
6.1. Fallen tree at the River Swift 

This was reported to Jamie Forman, Operational Real Estate Manager on LCC on 16th May 
2017 who will remove the fallen tree.  This is still outstanding. 

6.2. Damaged Kissing Gate 
Cllr Marsh and Nick Marsh tried unsuccessfully to find the damaged gate.   
Action: To be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

6.3. Skateboard Ramps 
The clerk contacted Fearless Ramps and it was agreed to instruct Fearless Ramps to 
complete a free inspection of the skate ramps and to quote for any required work. 
A representative from the PC would also like to be in attendance during the inspection. 
 

7. To note any issues from the Village Walkabout completed on 25.05.17 
Signage 
Cllr Marsh and Cllr Astle recently cleaned some of the village signage. 
 
The ‘Village Hall’ directional sign is obscured by a tree which the PC believe is in the garden of 1 
Meadow View, Lutterworth Road.   
Action:  The clerk to contact the owner/occupier to request that the tree is cut back.  
 
Overgrown tree/ivy – Lutterworth Road 
There is ivy and an overgrown elder tree completely encroaching the footpath on the 
Lutterworth Road to the east of Strawfield House.  This completely obscures the footpath and 
makes it impossible to walk on. 
Action:  The clerk to contact the landowner to request that the ivy and tree are cut back. 
 
Watercourses 
The watercourses were very clear during the Walkabout, however since then, due to the recent 
hot/wet weather the vegetation has grown significantly. 
Action:  To send a letter to all riparian owners reminding them of their riparian responsibilities. 
 

8. To receive an update on the Community Noticeboard 
The PC met with Ed Berry (noticeboard supplier) who was as mystified as the PC as to what was 
causing the mould/mildew.  He suggested treating the inside of the roof and the legs.  Cllr 
Hobbs agreed to complete this.  Both the noticeboard and the bench on the triangle are made 
from iroko wood and the bench is showing signs of the mould, although to a lesser degree. 
 

Payee Description Amount

Julie Morris Internal Audit fee 2016-2017 £60.00

MWCT Hall hire 25/05 and 14/06/17 £20.00

Euroffice Ltd Toner cartridge and paper £128.59

Cathy Walsh Clerk's allowances & expenses June 2017 £25.32

4 Counties Ground Maintenance Grass cutting contract 08.05 and 22.05.17 £444.00

Total £677.91
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Permission has been granted to use the Ordnance Survey maps on the artwork for the 
noticeboard.  Cllr Marsh will try and sort this out next week. 
 

9. Footpath Maintenance 
Cllr Astle will obtain a quote for extra stone at 4 of the new gateways where the membrane is 
showing through. These are the two going north through the Redmayne land and the two going 
west towards Misterton.  Also there is a hole in the path just before ‘White Plank’. 
Action:  Cllr Astle. 
 
Cllr Hobbs and Cllr Robertson recently cut the grass on the lane from Chapel Lane Play Area 
towards Misterton.  Cllr Robertson’s father has a mower that he is happy to sell to the Parish 
Council for £50.00.  Cllr Robertson is happy to store the mower at his property.   
Action:  To include on the agenda for the next meeting for consideration. 
 

10. To note any planning matters 
17/00316/VAC | Variation of condition 2 (revised site access) of 14/00459/FUL | The Tavern 
Inn, 21 Lutterworth Road.  The PC were very disappointed that their representations and those 
of the District Councillor were not taken into consideration and the planning application 
approved by Harborough District Council.   The PC feel that allowing an extra access onto Franks 
Road would set an unfortunate precedent. 
 

11. To progress the Neighbourhood Plan 
The PC has enough volunteers to progress with the Neighbourhood Plan.  The volunteers 
consist of two Parish Councillors (Cllr Astle and Cllr Marsh) and five residents.  To begin with Cllr 
Marsh is happy to take the lead to set up a working party and to host the first informal meeting 
at her house.   
Action:  To include formally agreeing a contract with YourLocale on the agenda for the next 
meeting 
 
Gary Kirk from YourLocale is planning to cover his costs through grant funding, so there is no 
direct cost to the PC. 
 

12. To receive an update on the Speed Camera Trial 
Cllr Astle provided an update on the speed camera trial.  Attached as appendix A. 
It should be noted that LCC are planning on installing one of the cameras on the village side of 
South Kilworth Road to prevent cars avoiding the second speed camera for the average speed 
check. 
 

13. To discuss the access road to the village hall 
As the PC and Misterton with Walcote Community Trust have maintained the access road to the 
village hall for a number of years it was questioned whether adverse possession would allow 
them to take ownership of the land.  Cllr Astle does not think it would be possible due to the 
deeds giving right of access over the land.   
Action:  To include on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

14. To discuss grass cutting issues 
Residents and the PC have reported a number of issues with the grass cutting throughout the 
village.  It was agreed that the way forward would be to arrange a site visit 4 Counties Grounds 
Maintenance (the PC’s grass cutting contractors) to discuss and try to resolve the problems. 
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Lutterworth Town Council has informally approached the PC to enquire whether they would be 
interested in arranging a joint grass cutting contract.  This would hopefully reduce the cost of 
the service. 
Action:  Cllr Marsh agreed to make enquiries.  

 
15. Children’s Play Areas 

15.1. To note the Routine Inspection of Children’s Play Areas 
Inspections were completed on 25th and 28th May and on 07th June 2017.  Points to note include 
the following: 
 
Red litter bin at Franks Lane:  this litter bin was overflowing with rubbish on 07.06.17.   
Carousel matting:  the matting is still raised and not sitting flush with the unit. 
RoSPA Annual Inspection:  this is due in the next few weeks. 
 
15.2. To schedule dates of future inspections 

Future inspection dates were scheduled. 
 

16. Any other Business 
None. 
 

17. To confirm the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 03rd August at 8pm. 
 
The chair closed the meeting at 9.02pm. 
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Appendix A 
 
 

SPEED CAMERA TRIAL 

The five parish councillors met with David Mouland, Senior Engineer, Travel and Signals Team, 

Leicestershire County Council, and his colleague Ruth Davis on 25 May 2017 at the Memorial Hall.  

As announced on 10 March 2017, Leicestershire County Council has decided to trial average speed 

cameras at seven sites across the county, one of which is Walcote. Up until now the national 

criteria for installation of speed cameras, which included regular accidents and speeding problems, 

were not met in the village but the rules have been reinterpreted and an underspend has enabled 

the County Council to initiate a trial for a year where there is local concern. This will enable LCC to 

assess how effective average speed cameras are but in the long term central government will need 

to change the funding regime so that fines go to the County Council and can be used to cover the 

costs. At the moment most of existing fines go to central government. 

Walcote has been identified as a village where there is a speeding problem and the community has 

expressed concerns. Existing monitoring indicates mean traffic speeds of 35.4 mph and 85 

percentile speeds of 39 mph within a 30 mph limit. 

The County Council is currently engaged in the procurement process and the exact design is not 

certain but it is intended that at least two cameras will be installed in the village to assess the 

average speed of vehicles. Initial proposals suggest a camera at each end of the village in 

approximately the same position as the existing flashing signs. Penalties will be enforced by the 

police. It is hoped that the funding will cover bi-directional cameras. If funding allows, there is the 

possibility of an additional camera but initial indications are that a pair of cameras will cost up to 

£100,000. It is not clear yet whether the cameras will be purchased or rented. 

The County Council is looking to begin installation in September this year with the trial lasting for 12 

months. It is hoped that updates will be provided to the Parish Council during this period. The five 

parish councillors indicated their wholehearted support for the proposal and their wish that the 

installation should continue beyond the 12-month period.  

 


