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Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton with Walcote Parish Council 
Held on Thursday 26th March 2020 at 8.00pm via video conference 

   
As the coronavirus pandemic continues and the UK enters this new phase of government measures, 

the Parish Council is following the rules on staying at home and away from others.  Both NALC 
(National Association of Local Councils) and the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) are asking 

local councils to stop holding any physical meetings or gatherings during this time. This includes full 
council, committee meetings, annual parish or council meetings. These are extraordinary times, and 

they call for extraordinary measures.  Therefore, Misterton with Walcote Parish Council held this 
meeting via a video conference. 

 
 

Present: Cllr Seph Green (Chairman), Cllr James Robertson, Cllr Paul Hobbs, Cllr Lindsey Astle, Cllr 
Liz Marsh, Cathy Walsh (clerk), and 0 member(s) of the public. 

 
1. To receive any apologies for absence 

None. 
 
2. To receive Declaration of Member’s Interests 

None. 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 06.02.20 

Resolved:  The minutes were approved as a true record of proceedings. 
 

4. To review any actions from the meeting held on 06.02.20 
The following actions were completed: 
 
BT Service Issues:  Openreach investigated the matter and concluded that no further faults 
have been reported or drop outs in the internet service.  Local engineers have confirmed that 
they are not aware of a wider issue or any defects with their infrastructure. 
 
Replacement Bench for the Memorial Garden  
Play Equipment for younger children at Chapel Lane Play Area:   
The Parish Council submitted a funding application to the Windfarm Community Fund for both 
requests. 
 
Brook Street Pavement 
The poor condition of the pavement was reported to Highways at Leicestershire County Council 
(LCC).  It responded with: ‘A Highway Inspector has assessed the issue and concluded that it 
does not currently warrant any action in accordance with the Council's Highway Maintenance 
Policy. However, the area will be included on a programme of works for a time when budget 
and resource becomes available. The site will continue to be monitored as part of our regular 
inspection regime'. 
 
17/01766/FUL - Land Adjacent 21 Lutterworth Road, Walcote. 

Reassurance was received from Harborough District Council’s (HDC) Planning Enforcement 
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Team that the development is being carried out in accordance with the approved plans.  

 

The following actions are ongoing: 

 

Village Spring Clean 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic this has been postponed to later in the year. 

 

Franks Lane/Chapel Lane Play Area – damaged fence 

The Parish Council contacted the letting agent who agreed to work with the tenant to ensure 

that the land is stock proof for the next grazing season.  As of today a contractor has been on 

site installing new fence posts. 

Action:  To follow this up at the next meeting. 

 

5. To note any comments or questions from residents 

Gilmorton Lane (Washbrook Lane) 

Reports were made of trucks entering a field on Gilmorton Lane (Washbrook Lane) at the 

Walcote end.  Previously attempts had been made to use the area for motorbike scrambling.  

Action:  The Parish Council agreed to keep an eye on the situation. 

 

6. Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak: to consider a motion to provide for delegation to the clerk 

any decision that must be made if the council is incapacitated and unable to hold a meeting 

Resolved:  In response to the Covid-19 outbreak in the UK and in the event that it is not possible 

to convene a meeting of the council in a reasonable time, the Clerk shall have delegated 

authority to make decisions on behalf of the council where such decision cannot reasonably be 

deferred and must be made in order to comply with a commercial or statutory deadline. The 

delegation does not extend to matters expressly reserved to the council in legislation or in its 

Standing Orders or Financial Regulations. Any decisions made under this delegation must be 

recorded in writing and must be published in accordance with the relevant regulations. This 

delegated authority ceases upon the first meeting of the council after the council meeting at 

which the delegation was put in place. 

 
7. Financial Matters 

7.1. Accounts for payment 
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The payment to Misterton with Walcote Community Trust for the village hall hire on 
26.03.20 was cancelled. 
 

7.2. To note the Bank Reconciliation and Receipts & Payments Summary to 20.03.20 
 

 
 

 
8. Planning Matters  

8.1. To note any planning matters 
None. 
 

8.2. To receive an update on the progress of Misterton with Walcote’s Neighbourhood 
Plan 
Misterton with Walcote Draft Neighbourhood is now out for statutory consultation as 
per Regulation 14.   The closing date of the consultation is 13.04.20.  

Payee Description Amount

Groundwork UK Underspend repayment NPG-10816 (Neighbourhood Plan) £1,450.00

Viking Stationery & stamp order (mainly for NP Stakeholder consultation) £55.16

Flexpress Ltd WW1 memorial panels £135.48

Subtotal £1,640.64

Cheques signed at the meeting

Payee Description Amount

Citizen's Advice LeicesterShire Grant funding donation £50.00

HM Revenue & Customs 120PN00286990 PAYE Oct 2019 to Mar 2020 £10.60

Harborough District Council Litter/Dog Waste bin emptying & Grass Cutting Jan-March 2020 £1,222.88

TJC Agricultural Engineering Ltd Extra stands for WW2 vets x 3 £126.00

Cathy Walsh Clerk's allowances & expenses £192.95

Kate Green Toner cost reimbursement, leaflet printing costs etc. (Viking) £19.53

Misterton with Walcote Community Trust Hall hire 26.03.20 £15.00

Subtotal £1,636.96

Total £3,277.60

Opening Balance 1-Apr-19 £14,887.93

Receipts to 20-Mar-20 £29,271.43

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Payments to 20-Mar-20 -£24,280.58

Closing Balance 20-Mar-20 £19,878.78

The balance carried forward is represented by these funds

Current Account £300.00

Business Reserve account £9,618.62

Capital Reserve Account £11,732.60

Add income received but not yet cleared £0.00

Less payments made but not yet presented -£1,772.44

Bank Reconciliation to 20-Mar-20 £19,878.78
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The next step is for the advisory group to agree any amendments and it will then go to 
HDC for further comments.  
 
The Parish Council has returned £1450 of the grant to Locality as it had to be spent by 
the end of March and it wouldn’t do so. It is anticipated that a fresh application for 
grant funding will be made in the new financial year 
 

9. Children’s Play Areas 
9.1. To note the Routine Inspection of Children’s Play Areas 

The Parish Council agreed to review the condition of the skateboard ramps and goal 
posts, which are looking shabby. 
Action:  Add to Action Review for the next meeting. 
 
The grass on the playing field is rather uneven and would benefit from being rolled. 
Action:  When it is possible, Cllr Green agreed to even out the soil using a pressure 
roller. 
 
Cllr Robertson offered to mow the grass at Chapel Lane Play Area should the Parish 
Council’s grass cutting contractor be unable to, because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Resolved:  The Parish Council were in agreement with this, on the proviso that it was 
not going against any government advice. 
 

9.2. To consider alternative equipment options to replace the wooden ramps at the Skate 
Park 
Action:  Deferred to the next meeting. 
 

9.3. To schedule dates of future inspections 
During the lockdown period, Cllr Marsh agreed to undertake all future inspections.  This 
will be on a monthly basis.  It is anticipated that the equipment will not be used by the 
public during this time.  The Parish Council has posted signs to discourage use. 
 

10. Windfarm Community Fund Applications - To make funding decisions 
Action:  Deferred to the next meeting  
 

11. Victory in Europe Day (VE Day) event planning and grant funding from Harborough District 
Council 
The Parish Council does not have an event planned. 
 

12. To respond to a request asking for the Council’s views on crime and policing in Leicestershire 
This was in response to a letter from a candidate for the new Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Leicestershire.  Elections have been postponed until 2021 due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

13. To respond to the Gliding Centre’s Airspace Change Proposal design principles document 
The Gliding Centre has withdrawn its proposal. 
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14. Average Speed Camera Trial - To consider taking action to secure their retention now that the 
one-year trial has ended 
The Parish Council is keen to retain the cameras and will write to Alberto Costa MP and Blake 
Pain at HDC. 
Action:  Cllr Marsh and Cllr Astle agreed to draft a letter. 
 

15. To discuss the potential unitary proposals for Leicestershire 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic the proposals are likely to be put aside for the time being and 
such the Council did not discuss the matter. 
 

16. To consider a request from MWCT to swap the clothing recycling banks for an alternative 
scheme 
Resolved:  To remove the British Heart Foundation and Air Ambulance clothing recycling banks 
and replace them with the alternative proposed by MWCT. 
 

17. Any Other Business – for notification only 
Flood Warden 
The Parish Council is pleased to learn that a resident has volunteered to become a Flood 
Warden.  She was due to receive training in March which has been postponed due to the 
Coronavirus. 
Action:  The clerk will email the volunteer to thank her on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Clerk’s Employment 
The Parish Council noted a job reference it provided for the Clerk.  This is for a temporary 
position and will be done in addition to her role as Clerk to the Parish Council. 
 
Lutterworth East Strategic Development Area 
Rumours have been circulating regarding the LCC’s funding for Lutterworth East.  Cllr Richard 
Nunn confirmed the following facts:  ‘The application to the Housing Infrastructure Fund was 
unsuccessful - LCC were seeking £35m. However, I have had it confirmed that they still intend to 
go ahead with the planning application on April 21st as it stands (i.e. no changes) and that they 
will fund the £35m from somewhere else, although no detail as to where from.’ 
 
The East of Lutterworth SDA Community Partnership Group due to be held on 31.03.2020 has 
been cancelled. 
 
 

18. To confirm the date of the next meeting  
The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled to be held on 
Tuesday 19th May at 7.30pm.  The Parish Council will await further government/LRALC/NALC 
advice or guidance on how to proceed with the meeting in light of the Coronavirus restrictions. 
Action:   The Parish Council will inform residents by a leaflet drop of these changes. 
 
The chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm. 

 


